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N° XV.. 



DefcripHon of the Grotto at Sivatara, hy the Rev. Peter 

Miller, of Ephrata ; communicated by VfiLTui^yL 

Barton, Efquire, 

^"''I'^fsT^ "AS the courfe of my letter now tends this 
Jr\. way, I muft remind you, if ever you 
fhould publifh a natural hiftory of Pennfylvania, not to 
confign to oblivion that very ciirious petrifying cavern, of 
which, left you fhould not have feen it already, I fhall 
give fome defcription. 

" It is fituate on the eaft fide of Swatara, clofe to the 
river. Its entrance is very fpacious, and there is fome- 
what of a defcent towards the other extremity ; infomuch 
that I fuppofe the furface of the river is rather higher than 
the bottom of the cave- The upper part is like an arched 
roof, of folid lime-ftone rock, perhaps twenty feet thick. 
On entering, are found many apartments, fome of them 
very high, like the choir of a church. There is, as it 
were, a continual rain within the cave, for the water drops 
inceflantly from the roof upon the floor; by which, and 
the water petrifying as it falls, pillars are gradually form- 
ed to fupport the roof. I faw this cave about thirty years 
ago, and obferved above ten fuch pillars, each fix inches 
in diameter and fix feet high ; all fo ranged that the place 
inclofed by them refembled a fandtuary in a Roman church : 
And I can aifure you, that no royal throne ever exhibited 
more grandeur, than the delightful profped of this lufus 
naturce. Satisfied with the view of this, we difcovered the 
refeniblances of feveral monuments, incorporated into the 
■walls, as if the bodies of departed heroes were there de- 
pofited. Our guide then conducted us to a place, where, 
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lyS DESCRIPTION of a GROTTO. 

he faid, hung the bell : This is a piece of ftone iffuing out 
of the roof, which when ftruck founds like a bell. 

*' Some of the ftaladites are of a colour like fugar-candy, 
and others refemble loaf-fugar ; but it is a pity that their 
beauty is now almoft dcftroyed by the country people. 
The water, as it falls, runs down the declivity ; and it is 
both wholefome and pleafant to drink, when it has dif- 
charged its petrifying matter. It is remarkable that we 
found feveral holes at the bottom of the cave, going down 
perpendicularly, perhaps into the abyfs, which renders it 
dangerous to be without a light. At the end of the cave, 
there is a pretty run, which takes its courfe through part 
of it, and then lofes itfelf among the rocks : Here is alfo 
its exit, by an aperture which is very narrow. Through 
this the vapours continually pafs outwards, with a ftrong 
current of air ; and, at night, thefe vapours afcending re- 
ferable a great furnace. Part of thefe vapours and fogs 
appear, on afcending, to be condenfed at the head of this 
great alembic, and the more volatile parts to be carried 
off, through the aperture communicating with the exterior 
air before mentioned, by the force of the air in its paflage. 

" I beg pardon for having troubled you with fuch a long 
detail. It appears ftrange to me that none of our philo- 
fophers have hitherto publifhed a true account of this re- 
markable grotto." 



N° XVI. 

An Account of fame Experiments on Magnetifmt in a Letter 
/o John Page, Efquire, at Williamsburg. 

DEAR SIR, 

Read Feb. A GREEABLEto the promife in my laft, I 
,17 I. y-^ ihd\\ now communicate to you forae conjec- 
tures and experiments on magnetifm, which may perhaps 
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